THE CONTENTION

betweene Liberalitie and

Prodigalitie.

SCENE I.

Enter Vanitie foluSj all in feathers.

N words, to make defcription of my name,
My nature or conditions, were but vaine,
Sith this attire fo plainely fliewes tlie fame,
As fhewed cannot be in words more plaine.
For lo, thus round about in feathers dight,
Doth plainely figure mine inconftancie,
As feathers, light of minde, of wit as light,

Subjected fHU to mutabilitie.
And for to paint me forth more properly,
Behold each feather decked gorgeoufly,
With colours ftrange in fuch varietie,
As plainely pictures perfect Vanitie.
And fo I am to put you out of doubt,
Euen Vanitie wholly, within, without,
In head, in heart, in all parts round about:
But whence I come, and why I hither come,
And ypon whom I dayly do attend,
In briefe, to fhew you in a little fumme,
My fpeciall meaning is, and fo an end.
I came from Fortune, my moffc fbueraigne dame,
Amongfl whofe chiefeft feruants I am one,
Fortune that earthly goddeffe great of name,
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